
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
FALL 2023 

The Billerica Historical Society had 
its Annual Meeting at the Bennett 
Cultural Center on October 28. After 
reports by the President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary, and the election of 
officers, we opened the Time Cap-
sule that the Society had sealed on 
October 27, 1923.  There were 
many photos, letters, Town reports, 
and newspapers from 1923. We will 

be archiving them all and displaying many of them in 
the barn museum.  We will be deciding on other ways 
to make these artifacts available to the membership. 
We also plan to put 2023 documents, photos, etc, into 
a Time Capsule to be opened in 2123. We will be col-
lecting materials through the end of the year. If you 
have something that could be included, please con-
tact one of the Board members. 
 
We had open houses each month with a quilt show in 
August being well attended. Jeanette Pothier orga-
nized that event. We also, had an open house for the 
Billerica History Comes Alive Tour. We are now plan-
ning our Christmas Open House for December 2. In 
August we had a booth at the Billerica Farmers’ Mar-
ket and in September, we had a booth at Yankee 
Doodle Weekend. Also in September, we had a Cele-
bration of the 300th Anniversary of the Clara Sexton 
House being built and of the restored barn being 
opened as a museum. At that time, we dedicated the 
barn museum to Margaret Ingraham, a former mem-
ber of the Society and a very knowledgeable person 
of Billerica history.  
 
We continued our Dining to Donate fundraisers at lo-
cal restaurants. Recently, we dined at Maggie’s Other 
Farm and Jon Ryan’s Pub. We will have more dining 
events at local restaurants starting in the new year. 
We hope you can attend. We are continuing to sell 
BHS tee-shirts with the names of the Billerica Minute-
men who fought in Concord on April 19, 1775. They 
make great Christmas presents. 
 
We have completed the barn restoration using Com-
munity Preservation funds. We are in the process of 
applying for another grant. The Billerica Community 

Preservation Committee recently said that our new 
plans are eligible. We will be submitting a detailed 
proposal before the end of the year. More on this lat-
er. Rep. Marc Lombardo has also obtained another 
state grant for the Society. At this writing, we don’t 
know what the restrictions are, if any. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Regards, John Bartlett 
 
Please consider becoming a 
Preservation Patron in one of 
the following ways: 

Corner Stone $1,000 
Landmark        $500 
Founders         $250 
Members         $100 
 

Last year, your various contributions raised over 
$5,000. These donations allowed us work toward bal-
ancing our Sexton House operational budget and was 
greatly appreciated. 

 
2024 Membership Drive 

It is time to renew your 
membership in the histor-
ical society. The dues 
are:  
Senior is $25 
Individual is $30 
Family is $50 

 
Monetary donations can be sent to: 
Billerica Historical Society 
PO Box 381 
Billerica, MA 01821 
 

Victorian Christmas Open House 
Come ring in the holiday sea-
son on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 
4-7 at our annual open 
house. The garden club will 
be “decking the halls,” the 
Minute Men will be in attend-
ance as will Victorian carol-
ers. Cookies and cider will be 
served. See the new display cases filled with artifacts 
in the barn. The whole event is free. We hope to see 
you soon! 



Dear reader: 
Upon opening the time capsule, this letter from Edward F. Dick-
inson summed up the intent of those who chose to capture time in 
1923, as well as, look to the future. I included photos of just a 
few of the artifacts that lay in the “Copper box” at the end of the 
letter. We have a display case filled with items for you to see. 
Diane Douglas, Editor 

 
Billerica MA October 27th, 1923, 2:00 PM 

Upon this bright October afternoon (Saturday), we gather here in 
the Historical rooms at the Bennett Public Library, members of 
the Society, citizens, and friends of Billerica; to give greeting to 
you of another generation - and to enclose within a substantial 
chest, various mementoes touching the past and present life of 
the Town, that we trust will have value to you, citizens of the 
Billerica, to be – a hundred years hence! 
 
As our own thoughts have often turned backward with historical 
interest, we have found, from scarcity of material, a difficulty in 
knowing and picturing the earlier town and times. Billerica of the 
past has left its memorials of the larger sort; but the finer painting 
of its life and progress has not been made, fully, for us. 
 
That you, citizens of the town in coming time, and descendants 
of those now making its life, may have, in some degree, a fuller 
knowledge of antecedent Billerica, we fill this chest today with 
material that will give you a story of our town and our period, - 
one that will grow in value with the years. 
 
Some minor touches of realism may help you to visualize our 
community life of 1923. The electric car has just left on its hour’s 
trip to Arlington Heights and Boston, via Lexington. In this time 
it will meet perhaps 200 automobiles (unknown 20 years ago) 
and but half a dozen horse teams. An airplane or two may pass 
overhead! Electric lines to Woburn and to Wilmington have been 
discontinued in recent years. All our main highways are hard and 
smooth, being built of macadam or cement. Most autos of the 
thousands that pass through our town daily are of the cheaper 
sort, called Fords. At this date, their maker, Henry Ford, has not 
been elected president, though said to be an aspirant. Upon the 
Branch of the Boston & Maine railroad that runs through the 
Center, some ten trains run daily. This is half the number needed 
for public travel before the general use of trolley cars and autos. 
All crossings on our Branch are at grade.  Such dangerous places 
will probably be unknown to you in 2023; and we will trust that 
control of auto traffic (if all travel is not then by air) will have 
eliminated the greater number of fatalities now experienced. In 
Massachusetts, these now number fifty per one hundred thousand 
cars yearly - as I read today – fifteen thousand in the entire coun-
try. 
 
 Billerica has mostly very comfortable homes. Gas is not in use, 
but electricity is common for lighting and ironing; and in many 
places it is employed for cooking, sweeping, washing, and in 
radiators for heating small spaces. Most houses in both villages 
have open grounds about them, used for gardens and lawns; 
flower beds and shrubbery help to make them tasteful and attrac-
tive. The Talbot Mills Co. has a plan of prizes for the best gar-
dens, shrubbery, etc. In this connection, it must be said, the Tal-
bot Mills Co., among its many claims to appreciation for its en-
terprise and good management, is publicly credited with having 
homes for its employees that are among the best in the country. 
At the Telephone Exchange in the Center, connection is made (at 
this date) with 488 phones, with constant service day and night. 
Town water (now generally taken) was introduced in 1898. Sew-
erage System is in operation only in the North Village as yet. 

Tax Rate this year - $31.00 per $1000.00! 
About 1000 pupils in Billerica schools! There are 174 students in 
the High School. The new Howe High School was built in 1916, 
and cost was over $90,000. A new school at Pinehurst opened 
this year. There is general transportation of pupils to and from 
the Central Schools by cars and auto busses! Appropriation for 
schools this year $75,000. Thirty-five years ago it was $3000. 
Population of Billerica in 1920 was 3646. 
Regular meetings in the Baptist Church here were suspended last 
month. The other churches at the center, - the Unitarian and Con-
gregational, and the Baptist, Catholic and Episcopal at North 
Billerica, are all prosperous, though our time is called one of 
waning church attendance. 
 
North Billerica is continuing its long record of success in its 
manufacturing interests. The Talbot Mills and the North Billerica 
Company give employment to hundreds and so mainly support 
the homes and activities of our smart North village. The Boston 
and Maine railroad shops were established a few years ago, half a 
mile south of the North Billerica Depot, and employ some 1200 
men. These, however, mostly have homes in Lowell and other 
places, though a plan has lately been made for a housing devel-
opment that will give them homes and citizenship here. 
 
There are about fifty large farms in town, and as many of less 
size. These grow vegetables and fruit, and send to Boston and 
Lowell markets - for past few years using auto trucks for deliv-
ery. As gardening in the Arlington district loses out to home 
building there, the large market gardens may move this way, but 
it is our prediction that you of 2023 will see the territory of 
Billerica covered mostly with home-sites, with generous garden 
surroundings - the most desirable development possible, both 
socially and civically. 
 
Hail storms in August and September hurt many of our farm 
crops this season, and high labor costs and low prices in market 
for our produce have united to make this a bad financial year for 
us farmers. We will trust that you of 2023 will have found solu-
tion for these problems now vexing us, the question of labor and 
markets, if not control of hail. 
 
Two years ago, coming December 1st, the great ice storm visited 
us. Our common was covered with debris from its beautiful trees 
so that many cords of wood came from its clearing up. Our own 
historic elms, in front of our home on Cummings Street south of 
the common, the Parker, Richardson, Dickinson house - these 
trees that in their 150 years had spread to have their branches just 
meet - after the storm damage their nearest limbs were 15 feet 
apart. 
 
With a recently motorized Fire Equipment, losses by fire (except 
in wooded sections) are small! The two libraries, that of the Tal-
bot Mills in the North Village and the Bennett Public Library in 
the Center (in which this meeting is held) serve us well for read-
ing matter, both in books and periodicals.  
 
Enough, perhaps, has been said in a descriptive way of the Biller-
ica of today. May we now turn more to sentiment! - as this has 
been the motive leading in our enterprise of connecting our era 
with yours, a century hence. John Burroughs in his inspiring es-
say, “The Summit of the Years”, has said: 
“I am in love with this world; by my constitution I have nestled 
lovingly in it. It has been my home. It has been my point of out-
look into the universe. I have not bruised myself against it, nor 
tried to use it ignobly. I have tilled its soil, I have gathered its 
harvests, I have waited upon its seasons, and always have I 



reaped what I have sown. While I delved I did not lose sight of 
the sky overhead. While I gathered its bread and meat for my 
body, I did not neglect to gather its bread and meat for my soul. I 
have climbed its mountains, roamed its forests, sailed its waters, 
crossed its deserts, felt the sting of its frosts, the oppression of its 
heats, the drench of its rains, the fury of its winds, and always 
have beauty and joy waited upon my goings and comings.” 
So Billerica has been our home - our point of outlook into the 
world, and the universe, - and, like him, we have found life most-
ly good, as seen from our viewpoint here. The thought touches us 
as we realize we are walking what will be your streets in 2023. 
Our houses - should they last - will be your homes. Our fields 
you will till; The harvest from trees we have planted will be 
yours to gather. Our suns will still rise and set for you, and the 
changing seasons that are New England’s own will speak to you 
as they have to us in prose and poetry of experience. The busi-
ness of your newer day, large and small, will be under your con-
trol and management. The town government will be in your 
hands, perhaps with Selectwomen as well as men- or a Mayoress, 
if Billerica becomes a city in your time. 
 
The Concord’s blue waters will still flow slowly to their union 
with the Merrimack; and to the West, Wachusett and Monadnock 
in turn will make a bed for the setting sun. What of the work of 
100 years with many landmarks of today? Will the present town 
Hall (enlarged perhaps) still be here? The old first church 
(Unitarian); the other churches remain as now? Will the Wash-
ington Oak stand the stress and storms of another hundred years? 
We think it will do this, and carry its tablet message to you of 
Washington’s visit here in 1789, but many a time-honored monu-
ment of past and present Billerica will succumb to years and 
change before that time - and only its story remain to be told, 
perhaps by some historical authority like our own president, Dr. 
A. Warren Stearns. 
 
For a question interesting to myself, as I look forward mentally 
to 2023: What of the home between the elms on Cummings 
Street, just south of the common, ours for 60 years - since 1860? 
Who will have made it a home center since? Who will be living 
in it (or on the site of it) when the period for which our chest is to 
be closed is rounded out? My own farm at Richardson and Parker 
Streets (Dickinson Street -  just named)- crossing the upper part 
of my 30 acre holding – this I have owned since 1881, and have 
planted on it 2000 fruit trees and the care and thought of 40 
years. What of ownership of this since my hands ceased to till its 
acres, and to gather its fruit harvests annually? Will some trees of 
my planting still live and bud and blossom and bear fruit for you 
in 2023? Yes, I believe some will live out the century unless re-
moved, and may you have good from them! 
 
What of social and civic changes to come? Will the churches be 
more or less active than now, an influential in social leadership? 
Will there be more equality of property in 2023? Will there be an 
8 hour day in all industry, or one of 6, or 4 hours? Will the 
farmer have come into the privileges and pay of workers in in-
dustry? Will everybody be having the higher education, and still 
some be found to do the lower work? 
 
What new inventions, like our recently discovered Radio, will 
have broadened your life and multiplied your powers? What will 
you have to inspire in literature and art, in music and eloquence, 
that is undiscovered now? What great leaders in thought or action 
will have arisen between our time and yours? What will the town 
be in its territory? What in its government? What in population, 
in 2023? My own estimate of the number then to be in the pre-
sent area of Billerica is 20,000. 

Will some boy or girl of Billerica have been called to occupancy 
of the White House during the century before the chest is un-
sealed, and this message read, as our honored citizen, Thomas 
Talbot, was called to become Governor of Massachusetts, elected 
in 1878? 
 
Who of the descendants of the town's present families will see its 
opening, and receive its messages and reminders of a time and 
generation long past? What a picture is suggested by this 
thought! An unborn generation, as the clock of the century strikes 
the time prescribed, coming to this building, we trust, to see the 
chest unsealed, and taking from it what we now deposit in safe-
keeping for them - material of value to the story of our place and 
time, that has lain untouched by human hands for 100 years. 
Our poet Holmes has said, in his inimitable “1 horse Shay”: 

“little of all we value here 
Waits on the mourn of its hundredth year”  
But, by the poet ‘twas all unguessed 
We could cheat old Time with a metal chest. 
 

Now for you, citizens of the future, our wish is this: 
May our thought and plan for you in this enterprise have value 
equal to our desire - and, generation of tomorrow; as our written 
message enters the Chest and the lid is closed, the generation of 
today wishes you all good things - and God Speed! 
  Edward F Dickinson 

Doll donated by 10 year old Alice Richardson; marble given 
by her 8 year old brother, Albert Henry Richardson, Jr. 

Edward F. Dickin-
son’s farm as it 
was described in 
the letter. 

Grade 1 from the 
Pollard School with 
names of scholars. 



Clara E. Sexton Memorial 
House Museum,  
circa 1723 
Headquarters of the  
Billerica Historical Society 
 
36 Concord Road 
Billerica, MA 01821 
 
(978)667-7020 
Billericahistory.org 
 

BHS Officers and Board 2023-2024 
Officers: 
President   John Bartlett 
Vice President  Richard Hawes 
Treasurer   Ann Stadtman 
Secretary   Diane Douglas 
 
Directors: 
Cathy Burns   Alec Ingraham 
Mary Jones   Richard Kunicki 
Michele DeParasis 

 
Follow us on Facebook: 
· Billerica Historical Society 
· Billerica Scrapbook 
 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 2: Christmas Open House, 4-7 PM 
May 18: Vintage Tea Fundraiser, 3 PM 
 

Billerica Minute Man T-shirts 
The historical society is currently selling T-shirts 
with the BHS logo on the front and the list of the 
minutemen who marched to Merriam's Corner on 
April 19, 1775 on the back. 
Sizes include: 
Men’s - Medium, Large, XL - $20 
XXL, and XXXL - $25 
Women’s V-neck -  Medium, 
Large - $25 
To order, send request, size, 
number of shirts, cost of shirts 
plus $5 for shipping to: 
Billerica Historical Society 
PO Box 381 
Billerica, MA 01821 
 

Be Watching for: 
Historical Lectures at COA 
 

Book & Gifts: 
Hazen’s History of Billerica        $55.00 
Sexton House Cookbook   $3.00 
Commemorative Spode Plate  $10.00 

 
Billerica Historical Society 
PO Box 381 
Billerica, MA 01821 

 


